6mm Lee Navy See chapter 2. 


6.5x54 Mannlicher-Schoenauer 



Historical Notes This original Greek military car- 
tridge, designed in 1900, was used in the 1903 Mann- 
licher bolt action rifle. It is also a popular sporting 
number in Europe and the U.S. Ail major American 
munitions companies loaded the 6. 5mm Mannlicher 
until about 1940. The Austrian-made Mannlicher- 
Schoenauer sporting rifle imported hy Stoeger Arms 
Co. is about the only rifle available in this caliber at 
the present time. Sporting ammunition is loaded in 
England and Europe and Norma imports Boxer primed, 
reloadable brass and a good variety of sporting loads. 
European ammo uses the Berdan primer, usually the 
5.5mm or .217" size. 

General Comments The 6.5mm M-S has always had a 
certain following in the United States, even though 
American-made rifles do not chamber it as a standard 


caliber. It is a very fine cartridge for North American 
hunting, with far better killing power than the .30-30 - 
or anything in that class. In fact, every species of big 
game on earth has been taken with this cartridge. A 
great many elephants were killed by ivory hunters 
using the little 6 5mm and solid bullets. It did not make 
enough noise to bother the herd and gave deep penetra- 
tion for well-placed brain shots. In the hands of an ex- 
perienced hunter, it will du for any North American 
big game. However, hy today's standards, it is consid- 
ered as primarly a deer, sheep, antelope or black bear 
cartridge. In power it is often compared to the .257 
Roberts and there is some validity for this. On the other 
hand, the 6.5mm M-S is loaded with bullets of around 
160 grs. in weight compared to the 120-gr. top weight 
of the .257. It is the long heavy bullet that makes it a 
good killer on the tougher varieties of game. 


- Reloading Data and Factory Ballistics 


Bullet (gr«.) 

Powder/grt. 

MV 

ME 



139-140 

3031 

35 

2610 

2120 

Antelope, deer 


139-140 

HV-2 

36 

2470 

1900 


156 

4350 

38 

2510 

2182 



156 

3031 

34 

2460 

2100 

Dup. foct. load 


160 

4064 

38 

2450 

2140 

Heavy game 


159 (military) 

FI 


2223 

1740 

200 yd. MRT = 

3.6" 

77 (Norma) 

FI 


3120 

1660 

1.9" 

139 

Ft 


2580 

2040 

•• ** 

2.5" 

156 

FI 


2461 

2100 

" " 

3.0" 


6.5x54R Mannlicher 
(Dutch & Romanian) 

Historical Notes The earlier, rimmed version of the 
6.5x54 Greek cartridge, designed by Mannlicher, and 
used in the bolt action Netherlands Models 1892 and 
1895 and the Romanian Models 1892 and 1893. The 
cartridge was dropped by both countries after WW II. 

General Comments This cartridge delivers ballistics 
practically identical to the regular 6.5x54 Mannlicher- 
Schoenauer. known for many years in the United States 
and at one time loaded by most cartridge companies. 
The rimmed version is used in a few single shot and 


EZH> 


combination European sporting rifles. Commercial hunt- 
ing ammunition in this caliber is loaded in both England 
and Europe. 

This cartridge was introduced into the United States 
after WW II when quantities of the Netherlands and 
Romanian military rifles and carbines were sold in the 
surplus stores. Only imported sporting ammunition is 
available, but many dealers furnish hunting loads based 
on the military round with the bullet replaced. Rifles 
in this caliber are suitable for deer, antelope, black 
bear and the like. 



- Reloading Data and Factory Ballistics 


Bullet (gr«.) 

Powder/grt. 

MV 

ME 


120 

HV-2 

31 

2440 

1590 


120 

4064 

35 

2650 

1875 


140 

3031 

35 

2550 

2360 


156 

3031 

34 

2445 

2095 

Dup. military ball. 

156 

4350 

38 

2510 

2192 


160 

3031 

34 

2250 

1810 


156 & 159 (mil.) 

Ft 


2433 

2085 

200 yd. MRT = 3.2" 

160 (sporting) 

Ft 


2350 

1960 

" " 3-5" 


182 


